5TH GRADE NEWSLETTER  SEPTEMBER 1, 2010
            Greetings.  We have endured some of the hottest days this week and survived!  September is here and we are settling in. Some questions have been posed about tests and grades so I'd like to include that information here for everyone.
*Spelling tests will be on the Basic words for now and then later may include Challenge and Review.  I give the students a word list on Monday that will have the words grouped the way they should study them.  This week, for example, we studied different ways to spell the long sound of "a" and "e". I also had them put the words in syllables on the first page of their Spelling Unit. When quizzing your child or helping them study, try to emphasize the phonetic spellings and word parts.  This is a strategy that will help with decoding in Reading words and Spelling in writing words. The goal is to make them better spellers and give them skills they can apply, not to just memorize words they soon may forget. 
*Math power-ups are used to reinforce and practice skills. We go over the mental math and problem solving portions together in class once the students complete them on their own.  I look them over and see if there are common mistakes or areas they do not understand.  I also look to see if they are improving on their fact skills.  I do not count these as a grade. Math grades will consist of their daily lessons, usually the 30 Written Practice problems, and tests. We will have their first test next Friday. If they have been keeping up with the lessons and scoring well on their homework, they should not need to study too much. The test will be a sample of problems they should know how to do because we have worked on those skills consistently and daily. 
*Homework is daily work they have not completed in class. It will vary from child to child depending on how well they use their work time at school. This does bring up a concern I have with those students who like to rush through their work just so they don't have homework.  Usually this results in a poorer performance, and  leads to attention problems in class.  For example I am working on getting the students to follow my directions when it comes to lessons so they learn strategies and also receive a clearer understanding of material. Many times they will rush and start working before the lesson is actually over. Then, they miss vital instruction.  It would compare at home to you giving them 3 things to do. They rush to get the first thing done before you are done telling them about direction 2 and 3. They then don't hear direction 2 and 3 and you have to repeat those several times. I am working on getting students to become better listeners so any help or ways you could reinforce this at home would be appreciated. 
            We will be participating in the D.A.R.E. program this year which is a drug prevention program that Deputy Rowe of the Sheriff's Dept. comes to school to teach.  Also, I am including a copy of the Drug Awareness campaign that Kenosha holds yearly.  I have gone over this with the students and they may want to enter the slogan, poster, or essay contest.
            I require that the students read at least one book a month and do a report on it.  The first report will be due at the end of September.  They may choose to do a written book report, a diorama, a skit, a poster board, etc. to tell about their book to the class.  Also, starting in October, if they read several books (I will give them individual goals) they can earn a Pizza Hut certificate for free pizza every month.  Once our Computers are up and running they will also have access to our Scholastic Reading Program.
Have a great Labor Day weekend!      Mrs. Nelson
